
 
 

Hearing As God's Effective Provision Against Idullatry 
 

 
 So far we’ve conducted a brief study of the different shades of meanings of the word 
hear from the Hebrew perspective.  When we consider its semantic implications in the New 
Testament, that is, in the Greek language, this is what we find.  As with the Old Testament, the 
New Testament also uses our word in the context of hearing by the auditory faculty.  For 
example, Jesus promises a divine blessing to those who hear with their ears, Mt 13:16 and in 
11:5 which confirms that one of the proofs of the Messianic age is the restoration of hearing to 
those that were formerly deaf. 
 
 The New Testament’s emphasis on hearing concerns the reception of the Word of God 
which is the revelation of God to be heard.  In this case, it bears deep affinity with the required 
and customary response of God’s people to his revelation in the Old Testament.  For example, 
in his Sermon on the Mount, our LORD tells those that were gathered to hear him outline the 
principles of the kingdom of God: “"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall 
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.'”  Mt 5:21.  Throughout the New 
Testament, a strong emphasis is placed on the need to hear and on the activity of hearing.  In 
this regard, Jesus admonishes his disciples to pay attention to what they heard, Mk 4:24.  
(Source: Kittel, G., Bromiley, G. W., & Friedrich, G. (Eds.).  Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, Logos Bible Software, 219). 
 
 The New Testament also establishes the priority of hearing over the need to see.  This is 
evident in such texts as Mt 11:4 in which John the Baptist, the forerunner of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is languishing in unjust  
imprisonment and who has his question regarding the authenticity of Jesus’ Messiahship 
answered by our Lord thus:  “.. "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by 
me.”  Mt 11:4-6.  Here, our Lord condescends to confirm to his relative that the miracles that he 
performed soundly authenticated that he is the long-expected Messiah, the very one of whom 
John himself prophesied.  In this regard, our Lord is fulfilling the prophecy of the eighth century 
prophet Isaiah- compare Mt 3: 1-3 with Isa 40:3.   
 
 But what is of extreme importance here is the way our Lord confirms this truth to John– 
he does so by his word.  In other words, the meaning of the phenomena of the restoration of 
sight, the lame walking, the lepers being cleansed, and so on, is located in the very word of 
God.  In other words, these  visual phenomena do not have an inherent, self-contained 
meaning but are the proof of the presence and power of the messianic kingdom which was first 
proclaimed and expounded on by the King, the Word of God, in the gospel message, i.e., the 
Word of God . 


